


FOLLOW THE BIRDS, BUTé WHY FLORIDA? 

ÅWarm 
ÅLevel terrain 
ÅFairly accessible by air 
ÅSomewhat affordable 
ÅWide variety of activities with appeal to family 
&/or friends 



PREPARATIONS - GENERAL INFORMATION 

Å  Resources to help plan your trip 
Å  Websites 
Å  Great Florida Birding Trail 
Å  Specific Trails, Parks, Preserves, Refuges, etc. 
Å  Audubon, The Nature Conservancy 
Å  Local Birding, Wildlife, Nature, Photography 
Groups 

Å  Events listings online, e.g. Visitor Bureaus, etc. 
Å  Photography Blogs & Forums 
Å  Book on local flora & fauna, history, culture, etc. 



Great Florida Birding Trail 
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/index.php  

http://floridabirdingtrail.com/index.php


Trail Locations 
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/index.php/trip/trails/south/  

http://floridabirdingtrail.com/index.php/trip/trails/south/


Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary 



ÅWhat to Pack 
ÅCamera essentials, tripod, flash & accessories, 

batteries, memory cards 

ÅRain Gear 

ÅSunscreen, sunglasses, &/or hat to block sun 

ÅBug Spray  

ÅFlashlight 

ÅShorts, long pants that roll up 

ÅNotepads, writing instruments 

 

 

PREPARATIONS ï WHAT TO BRING 



ÅWhere to Stay 

Å Hotels ς price varies 

Å Friends or Relatives 

Å Campgrounds 

Å   When to Travel 

Å  Seasonal appearances, e.g. breeding plumage 

Å  Behaviors ς Breeding, Nesting, Chick rearing, 
fledgling (Jan ς June) 

Å  Migratory patterns 

Å  When the weather is at its worst in AK & 
daylight is a rare commodity 

Å  In conjunction with other events or activities 

PREPARATIONS ï  

WHERE TO STAY & WHEN TO GO 



FLYING INTO ORLANDO OR MIAMI 

hǊƭŀƴŘƻ LƴǘΩƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ 

aƛŀƳƛ LƴǘΩƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ 



A 2 HOUR DRIVE RADIUS FROM ORLANDO 

hǊƭŀƴŘƻ LƴǘΩƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ 

ÅSt.  Augustine (120 mi) 
ÅAlligator Farm 
ÅMatanzas Inlet 
ÅAnastasia State Park 
ÅVilano Beach 

Å  Merritt Island (50 mi)  
Å  Sarasota (133  mi) 

ÅMyakka River State Park 
ÅLido, Siesta, Longboat Key, & 
Anna Maria Island 
ÅVenice Rookery 



A 2 HOUR DRIVE RADIUS FROM MIAMI 

aƛŀƳƛ LƴǘΩƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ 

ÅEverglades (30 + mi) 
Å  Big Cypress (97 + mi) 

ÅFakahatchee Strand 
ÅTen Thousand Islands National 
Wildlife Refuge 
ÅTurner River Road 

Å  Marco Island (100 mi) 
Å  Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary (130 mi) 



Botanical Gardens 

Å  John Ringling Museum (Sarasota) 
Å  Mote Marine Laboratory (Sarasota) 
Å  Lightner Museum 
Å  Flagler College 
Å  b!{!Ωǎ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ {ǇŀŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
Å  wƛǇƭŜȅΩǎ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜ Lǘ ƻǊ bƻǘ 
Å  Ponce de Leon Fountain of Youth 
Å  Art galleries & much more 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Å  Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (Sarasota) 
Å  Naples Botanical Gardens (Naples) 
Å  Kanapaha Botanical Gardens (Gainesville) 
Å  Many more throughout the state 

Disney & other Amusement Parks 

Museums 



Clyde Butcher Gallery & Studio 
Ochopee (Big Cypress) & Venice 


